Minutes.2.25.04


MINUTES

VILLAGE OF LOS RANCHOS DE ALBUQUERQUE

6718 RIO GRANDE BOULEVARD NW

BOARD OF TRUSTEES REGULAR MEETING – 7:00 P.M.

February 25, 2004
Present:

John Hooker, Mayor




Cyndie Tidwell, Planner
Penny Rembe, Trustee/Mayor Pro Tem


Hank Rosoff, Administrator

Don Lopez, Trustee




David Mathews, Attorney
Pablo Rael, Trustee




Allen Leatherwood, Treasurer
David Siegel, Trustee




Annabelle Silvas, Clerk
1.   CALL TO ORDER –  The Village of Los Ranchos Governing Body held a Regular Meeting on Wednesday, February 25, 2004 in the Warren J. Gray Hall.  The meeting was called to order at 7:05 p.m.

A. 
Approval of Agenda
Trustee Siegel said the wording of Item 5C was wrong in its use of the words “to advertise in summary,” it should have been approval.

Attorney Mathews said it was okay to make that change even though it was posted as advertisement.
MOTION:  Trustee Rembe moved approval of the agenda with the change in Item 5C.  Trustee Siegel seconded the motion.
VOTE: The motion carried unanimously.
B. 
Report on Albuquerque/Bernalillo County Area Agency on Aging

Jane Blumenfeld

Jane Blumenfeld gave a presentation on the Albuquerque/Bernalillo County Area Agency on Aging. She showed a video on the conference that she attended on feeding the hungry and said that there are children and elderly that are hungry and starving. She spoke about the services that this agency and the Department of Senior Affairs provide.
2. 
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD
Gary Ashurst introduced a piece of campaign literature that was mailed to village residents by Larry Abraham. He said the literature suggests that the Village is operating at a deficit.

Trustee Lopez said the Village is operating at a deficit. He said on Sept. 10th they reviewed the 2001/2002 audit report and in that report it said we were under $101,753.00. He spoke about the 
auditor not showing up at any of the Board meetings as scheduled. He asked if there was a statutory limit for when an audit report was supposed to be sent from a municipality to the state auditor.

Trustee Siegel said if you look at the monthly reports there has been no deficit.

Attorney Mathews said the report was due to be sent from the Village to the state on December 1st.

Trustee Lopez asked if 2002/2003 audit has been sent to the state and why the board hasn’t seen it.

Administrator Rosoff said the 2002/2003 audit has not been sent to the state. He said the new auditors have found that the Rice audit was faulty and it has led us to have errors on our books and we are correcting that now. He also explained why a deficit showed in certain areas. 
Trustee Siegel said the Board all voted for the auditor’s approval.
Trustee Rael said staff should keep the Board appraised on any audit problems.

Allen Leatherwood explained that state agencies cannot go into deficit, but municipalities can based upon the budget submitted to DFA.

Larry Abraham said he would not have put deficit in his campaign literature if he didn’t feel as a businessman that the village was running in a deficit. The 2002 audit plainly says over budget $101,753, it’s from operating, not municipal funds. The 2003 budget missed revenue projections by $192,000.00. You are showing on your website $112,000.00 deficit. Your 2004 budget you are still showing a negative $44,000.00. He insisted that he was not taking 4th Street funding into account when speaking about the deficit.
A long discussion/argument went on about the books, a deficit, spending, the audits, etc.
Marianne Woodard wanted to thank the trustees who are continuing to serve and those who are leaving.

Trustee Siegel said that the last four years have been rewarding and a learning experience. He thanked the village staff, Mr. Leatherwood, Ms. Tidwell, Mr. Mathews, Mr. Rosoff, the other board members, Mayor Hooker and the citizens. 
Randy Briggs said he looked at the 2002 audit and that it should never have been sent to the state.
3. CONSENT AGENDA

A. Approval of Minutes - 
Regular Meeting – February 11, 2004
MOTION:  Trustee Rembe moved to approve the Consent Agenda.  Trustee Lopez seconded the motion.

VOTE:  The motion carried unanimously.
4. PUBLIC HEARINGS AND APPLICATIONS
None.
5. OLD BUSINESS
 A.
Discussion and Approval to Advertise in Summary an Ordinance

 Amending Chapter 31 of the Codified Ordinance, Zoning and Zone Map,

 proposing revised regulations on height, setbacks, lot coverage and other

 particulars within Character Zones and Zone Districts. 

MOTION:  Trustee Siegel moved approval to advertise.  Trustee Lopez seconded the motion.
Administrator Rosoff asked that this item be deferred due to the fact that there was significant comment during the combined Board and P&Z Commission work session and that this item is not ready to be acted on.

Trustee Siegel withdrew the original motion and instead moved to defer this item until the first meeting in April. Trustee Lopez seconded the motion.
VOTE:  The motion carried unanimously.

B. Discussion and Approval to Advertise in Summary an Ordinance 
Regulating Campaign Spending and Advertising for Village Elections

Trustee Lopez spoke about the legality of limiting the political signs to 6 square feet. He also didn’t think that this should have been a topic during the middle of an election, that it should have been handled long before.
Attorney Mathews said political billboards could not be limited unless commercial were also.

Trustee Siegel explained his reasons for introducing this ordinance.
Trustee Rembe asked about Page 3 of 7 on Line 15, and any billboard within the Village limits being a political sign and that being over 6 square feet.
Trustee Siegel said we could add language that said “except billboards” under the size regulations.
Trustee Rael said he would like to make a change on page 1, line 27 about third party contributions. He also questioned on page 2, line 15 why a loan or advance was considered a contribution and on page 4, line 12 and page 6, line 9 and line 11, he felt they should be raised to $50.00.
Larry Abraham said on Page 1, line 22, it mentions that any printing establishment shall identify itself on campaign materials as the printer of such materials. This provision is necessary to control the timely installation and removal of political signs, without such information the Village of Los Ranchos cannot ascertain proper individuals or organizations that may be responsible. I’m not sure just because we put the name of who prints a sign or any literature that that’s going to actually have a direct tie to who is responsible or that they’d know who is responsible for taking down the signs. He didn’t think having 22 through 27 was needed or it needed to be more explicit.

Attorney Mathews said that if you pass the reporting ordinance the state statute does require that the printing establishment is identified on the signage.

Trustee Siegel said to address Mr. Abraham’s concerns there is another area in here that specifically says all campaign materials have to identify the person and organization that paid for it. He said in the case of signs it would be easy enough to identify who is responsible for them. 
MOTION:  Trustee Siegel moved approval of the ordinance with the following amendments; on page 5, line 25, add E. Leftover campaign funds should also be allowed to be donated to any 503C organization; On page 6, raise the individual campaign contribution from $250.00 to $400.00; on page 6, line 21 add the language “except billboards”; and add on page 1, line 27, the language that says “unless channeled through the candidates campaign committee”; the amounts on the lines mentioned by Trustee Rael be raised to $50.00. The motion was seconded by Trustee Rembe.
VOTE: Trustee Lopez, no; Trustee Siegel, aye; Trustee Rembe, aye; Trustee Rael, no; Mayor Hooker, aye. Motion carried 3 – 2.
C.
Discussion and Approval of Traffic Calming Measures including proposed roundabout at Rio Grande Blvd and Los Poblanos Orchards/Rio Grande Lane- Tim Simmons, PE and Karen Jacobsen, PE, ASCG – DEFERRED FROM THE FEBRUARY 11, 2004 PUBLIC HEARING

Karen Jacobsen said there was material for the trustees in their packets.
Trustee Lopez presented a possible solution for traffic calming instead of roundabouts. He talked about rumble strips and then checking speeds.
There was a long discussion about traffic calming measures.

MOTION:  Trustee Siegel moved that the Phase II Projects sites be approved for implementation with the exception of Rio Grande Blvd. at Rio Grande Lane. It is further moved that traffic calming measures along Rio Grande Blvd. be studied by the Village Engineer as a corridor rather than isolated improvements from the south to north village limits. The Board directs that the Village Engineer report on the Corridor Plan at a future Board meeting along with a public involvement plan with scheduled public meetings involving neighborhood organizations and other stakeholders. At the conclusion of the study and public involvement activities the Village Engineer will forward a recommended implementation plan of the corridor for the Board’s consideration and approval. The motion was seconded by Trustee Rembe.
Trustee Lopez asked if this included the correction to Mullen Road.

Administrator Rosoff said it did.

Trustee Rael spoke about the people on Pueblo Solano who had complained and if that was going  

to be considered.

Administrator Rosoff said that wasn’t included in this project but that some of the raised dots had been ordered for that road as well.
George Wernly said he was representing the Los Poblanos Orchards neighbors and they were all opposed to the traffic circle (roundabout) and turned in a list of signatures in opposition.
Marianne Woodard said she attended a meeting last week to discuss the traffic issues and thought the staff’s idea was a good one.

Frank Mangano presented a petition of signatures of people in support of traffic calming on Rio Grande Blvd.

Eve Garutte felt that the Village should have a “dummy” police car to help control traffic.

RESTATED MOTION:
Trustee Siegel moved that the Phase II Projects sites be approved for implementation with the exception of Rio Grande Blvd. at Rio Grande Lane. It is further moved that traffic calming measures along Rio Grande Blvd. be studied by the Village Engineer as a corridor rather than isolated improvements from the south to north village limits. The Board directs that the Village Engineer report on the Corridor Plan at a future Board meeting along with a public involvement plan with scheduled public meetings involving neighborhood organizations and other stakeholders. At the conclusion of the study and public involvement activities the Village Engineer will forward a recommended implementation plan of the corridor for the Board’s consideration and approval. The motion was seconded by Trustee Rembe.

VOTE: The motion carried unanimously.

6. NEW BUSINESS
A. Discussion and Approval of Resolution No. 2004-2-2 – Supporting 
Project Application to the 2004/2005 Municipal Arterial Program with the New Mexico Department of Transportation for Road Improvements in the Village.
Administrator Rosoff explained the resolution.

MOTION:  Trustee Lopez moved to approve Resolution # 2004-2-2. Trustee Rael seconded the motion with a correction, the last paragraph says NMSHD it should be NMDOT.

VOTE: Trustee Lopez, aye; Trustee Siegel, aye; Trustee Rembe, aye; Trustee Rael, aye.
The motion carried unanimously.
B.  
Discussion and Approval of Resolution No. 2004-2-3—A Resolution Extending Moratorium on Applications on Certain Zoning Actions for Properties in the 
Guadalupe Trail Corridor and Character Area.
Administrator Rosoff explained that the moratorium would be extended into May and the scope of the moratorium be narrowed so that projects that clearly did not violate the corridor and character area can be accomplished.

Planner Tidwell asked if minor subdivisions could be removed as there were a couple applications for minor subdivisions.

Administrator Rosoff said we could add one word on Line 39, page 1.

Trustee Siegel said he would accept that if there was specific language that prohibits any construction activity until the moratorium expires. He said he would accept the amendment to his motion as long as the applicants were fully aware that they could not build on the property until after the moratorium.
MOTION:  Trustee Siegel moved approval of Resolution # 2004-2-3. Trustee Lopez seconded the motion.

VOTE: Trustee Lopez, aye; Trustee Siegel, aye; Trustee Rembe, aye; Trustee Rael, aye.

The motion carried unanimously.

C.  
Discussion and Approval of Award of Contract for Village Attorney Services.

Trustee Lopez asked about the second page where it talked about term. He also asked if there was a minimum amount of work that had to be available to the Village attorney.
Administrator Rosoff explained how the RFP was advertised and that only one proposal was turned in.

MOTION:  Trustee Siegel moved approval of the contract for attorney services. Trustee Rembe seconded the motion.

VOTE: The motion carried unanimously.

7.       FINANCIAL BUSINESS
A. Cash Report – January 2004
Administrator Rosoff said he directed the accountant to work on getting the audit findings completed and to not finish the January cash report.

Trustee Lopez asked when Hinkle and Landers will be done with the audit.

Allen Leatherwood said he’s working towards being done by the middle of March.

Randy Briggs asked if they were still working on the prior years balances.
8. REPORTS
A. Mayor's Report 
Mayor Hooker said he attended a workshop on the new concepts of smart codes. Also the COG is looking for a new office and he is on that committee. He attended the governor’s press conference on passenger rail. They are looking for new money from the state to fund both the interregional project and the next phase between Albuquerque and Santa Fe. He also attended a presentation by Mayor Owen of Rio Rancho. The Governor has appointed Mayor Hooker for the East/West Conciliation.
B. Administrator's Report

Administrator Rosoff spoke about the letter being sent to the City about the 25 mph sign and has not received a response yet. He presented a report on the Capital Outlay that was approved during the 2004 Legislative session. The RFP for Codification was advertised and 2 proposals were received. He spoke about the budget, it’s ongoing and various departments are providing lists of capital projects. The mid-year budget should be ready in March.
C.
Legal Report 

Attorney Mathews spoke about the decision of the P&Z Commission on a 6 foot fence that was denied and the fact that they weren’t sure that a coyote fence was a solid or open fence. He spoke about the two open slots on the P&Z Commission. He spoke about the sketch plat and the information that was needed. He said Mr. Roybal was convicted on a number of drug counts and faces a potential life imprisonment and his home on Ranchitos has been forfeited to the federal government. He said clean-up should be done immediately. He spoke about some animal control issues in the Village. He said there was a pre-trial in the Gemini Fireworks case, the COA will not allow Mr. Ruiz to hook up his sprinklers on Sandia View. He said he will be meeting with John Aragon’s attorney. He spoke about the Kantor lawsuit also.
D.
Planner’s Report

Planner Tidwell spoke about the draft VC Zone handbook and said she will prepare a document in March. She presented the annual Planning Department Annual Report and spoke about attending the MainStreet™ quarterly meeting.

Mayor Hooker asked for a report on the State Building Codes from Cyndie for the second March meeting.
E.  
Fire Dept. Report
Administrator Rosoff spoke about a grant for refurbishing the ladder truck. 
Trustee Siegel asked if the rumors were true about the ladder truck not being able to reach the top floor of the Paseo Apts.

Administrator Rosoff said the ladder truck will reach the top floor of the apartments. He said the fire department would prefer more standoff than they actually have, but the ladder truck is adequate to reach the top floor.

Mayor Hooker asked for an update report from the Sheriff’s Department in March.
F. 
Engineer’s Report
None.
9. TRUSTEES INFORMAL DISCUSSION
Trustee Siegel said that Theresa Zanetti carried a bill that would allow people who’s agricultural use ceased because of drought to maintain their greenbelt exemption. He asked if the VLR could pass a resolution or something to pass along to our legislators reiterating the importance of this.
Attorney Mathews spoke about being able to protest the property tax bills and the greenbelt exemptions could also be handled on the county level.

Trustee Rembe thanked everyone and said she enjoyed working with everyone on the Board and the staff.

Trustee Rael said the speed limit sign on Chavez had been altered to 15 mph. and that a stop sign had been run over on Enchanted Valley. He said he had received a call complaining about Qwest.
Administrator Rosoff said he had heard that complaint and said Qwest does need a permit for a lane closure. 

Trustee Lopez said west of Rio Grande there was a meth lab that was shut down last summer and now there is a trailer in back and there is activity going on back there.
10.   ADJOURNMENT 
MOTION:  Trustee Siegel moved adjournment at 9:40 p.m. Trustee Rael seconded the motion.

VOTE: The motion carried unanimously.

APPROVED by the Board of Trustees of the Village of Los Ranchos de Albuquerque this_____ day of _________________________2004.

ATTEST:
_______________________________________
Annabelle Silvas, CMC

Village Clerk
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